Town Hall Walking Tour
1.

60 Main Street: The Dundas Town Hall – 1840’s

Dundas’ Town Hall is a fine example of an early Ontario Public building. In 1848-49 James
Scott, a local builder, and Francis Robert Hawkins
combined their talents to construct the Town Hall. The
symmetry of the limestone masonry façade distinguishes the
building. The bold pilasters between the windows are subtly
divided horizontally by a course of masonry giving the bold
lines of a Classical temple. The cupola-clock tower is
typical of the design of public buildings and is meant to
signify importance from afar. Originally called “Market
House”, this building once housed such diverse functions as
market stalls, a jail and a saloon.
2.

34 Baldwin Street: 1820’s

From Baldwin Street you are looking at what was originally
the back of the house. Just down the hill is West Street, the
western border of the village of Cootes Paradise laid out by
Governor Simcoe. The house is a white stucco cottage with a
side addition. Originally there was a verandah extending
along the front of the house on the Dundas Street side and a
small balcony on the second floor. The house once belonged
to Edward Leslie who owned a drug store in Dundas and is
known to have been a friend of William Lyon Mackenzie.
Mackenzie boarded in this house and may have stayed here after the 1837 Rebellion as well.
3. 30 York Street: 1830’s
Probably the oldest dated dwelling in Dundas, according to
the keystone over the entrance of this Georgian style house,
the year of construction was 1833.
The thick stone wall, 32 inches in the basement and 24 inches
above, are made of local stone.
The exposed exterior face on the York Street façade is neatly
coursed while the other faces are uncoursed, random-rubble.

4.

11 - 15 Main Street: 1840’s

Originally a stoveworks, this building has been revised as a cooperative apartment, an interesting and functional approach to
be considered for other large older buildings. Eclectic in style,
the recessed patterned brick-work near the eaves is the most
decorative aspect of the façade. From the rear it may be seen
that two buildings have been joined to create the present
structure. Only once before when the bank employees were
housed on the second floor was the building used as a
residence.

5. 10 King Street West: Carnegie Gallery - 1910’s
Situated in Dundas’ historic core, the Carnegie Library of
1910 is a distinguished component of the town’s
provincially valuable streetscape. Architects Chapman and
McGiffon of Toronto succeeded in creating a design that not
only blended in with the commercial brick terraces but
emphasized the building’s special role as the town’s first
free public library. Particularly striking is the corner
entranceway with its classical columns and imposing
stairway. Andrew Carnegie provided the funds for the
building and Colonel J.J. Grafton donated the site.

6. 10 Ogilvie Street: 1830’s

7. 21 Ogilvie Street: Dundas Valley School of Art – 1860’s
This site has been occupied by industrial buildings since
the 1830’s, except between 1866 and 1868 when it
housed the Wesleyan Ladies’ College. From 1868 the
property has served the Canada Screw Company, the Pratt
and Whitney Company and the Henry Bertram Company.
Prior to 1971 the buildings were unoccupied and in a state
of dilapidation. With the aid of grants from the Province
of Ontario and the Town of Dundas, the Dundas Valley
School of Art restored the derelict buildings providing a
splendid example of creative recycling.

8.

6 - 8 Hatt Street: 1830’s

This building was the first bank in Dundas, a branch
of the Commercial Bank of Midland District. Its
owner was James Bell Ewart an English financier and
promoter who played an important part in the early
days of Dundas’s industrial growth.
The building is a fine example of Neo-Classical
architecture, displaying side lights in the doorway and
pilasters typical of the style. Also typical is the facing
of the gable end to the street in order to present the
height of the structure and the gable decoration to the best advantage. The east wing with
walls fifteen inches thick contained the vault. Its door could be controlled only from Mr.
Ewart’s bedroom by means of a series of vertical and horizontal bars linked together by
toggle joints.

9. 16 Hatt Street: 1850’s

10.

30 Hatt Street: 1850’s

This plain brick house was built in 1855 in the late
Georgian style. It may have been intended to be part of a
row judging from the windowless gable ends. The
brickwork on the street façade is Flemish bond, a typical
pattern used in the first half of the nineteenth century.
Here every alternate brick in every course is a tie. The
side and back walls of the house are constructed in
common bond. The centre window on the second storey
has been altered and would originally have matched the
other two windows.
The land was originally part of the Hatt brother’s farm, a boundary marker for which is
located in the parking lot across the street.

11.

31 – 37 Ogilvie Street: 1860’s

The handsome red-brick rowhouses known as Ogilvie
Street Terrace were once uniform in appearance with
matching trim, roofs and shutters. Only the door of number
37 retains the original etched glass. Ogilvie Street was once
the driveway to Richard Hatt’s house which stood at the top
of the hill to the south. It was demolished to make room for
the House of Providence. It too has gone.

12. 64 Hatt Street: 1840’s
64 Hatt is a 2 ½ storey stone building without a basement.
The front façade has four bays on the ground floor with a
date stone above the windows.
Gartshore Shops was established on this site in 1837 with
financial help from James Bell Ewart who owned the
water rights along Spencer Creek. The original building
burned in October 1846, but was immediately rebuilt.
During the mid-1800s Gartshore’s was the town’s largest employer. Gartshore Shops, a
foundry, made mill machinery for most of the pioneer saw and grist mills built in Ontario
between 1838 and 1870. In 1847 they began making steam engines. In 1859 they built the
engines and water pump for the first Hamilton Water Works (now the Museum of Steam &
Technology).

13.7 John Street: 1840’s
This house was built by a Dundas cabinet maker Hugh
Bennett who died at the age of 47 in 1843. His death
provides us with an approximate date for the house as well
as a reminder of the short lives dealt to many early settlers.
The roof of this cottage has particularly graceful lines,
broken by the gable windows added around the turn of the
century. The stone of the façade is beautifully cut as it would
have been for a much grander building. The size and the cut
of the blocks is usually small and regular for the Dundas area. It is interesting to notice that
the masonry of the sides of the house is much rougher. It was very common practice to
present a handsome face to the street and “make-do” on the sides.

14. 177 Hatt St: 1840’s
This is a one and a half storey limestone cottage with a
number of Classical Revival touches. The cut limestone
on the front and the rubblestone on the sides are all
locally quarried. Quoins complement both the front and
the back. Large stone lintels are located over the
windows. The roof is of medium pitch with return eaves.

15. 190 Hatt Street: 1840’s

16. 234 MacNab Street: 1840’s

17.

324 MacNab Street: 1910’s

