
Cross Street Walking Tour 

1.  33 King Street West: Collins Hotel: 1840’s 

This impressive building was constructed in 1841 by 

Bernard Collins. The gallery and Greek style portico were 

built in the 1850’s and some thirty years later ornamental 

dormers and the Mansard roof were added. This is one of the 

oldest known landmarks in Dundas and is the oldest 

continuously operating hotel in Ontario. In the heyday of the 

Desjardins Canal the hotel was a popular spot for the 

farmers who brought their produce for shipment via the canal.  

2.  13-19 King Street West: 1880’s 

13-17 King Street West was completed in1882. Peter and 

Robert Laing operated a grocery store at No. 13 and leased 

No. 17 to clothier Thomas Staman. 19 King Street West 

was also built in 1882 by James Smith a hardware 

merchant. These buildings are excellent examples of 

commercial architecture of the time. Note the symmetrical 

unified façade of three storeys and the dominant cornice 

line and decorative brackets.  

3.  11 Cross Street: 1850's 

11 Cross Street is an interesting house that probably began 

as a one storey building. Such architectural curiosities as 

the overhanging second storey and the existence of three 

more roofs hidden under the present one hints at the 

unconventional evolution of this building. 

 

4.  22 Cross Street: 1840's 

Built in 1844 by Platt Nash a Dundas hat and glove 

manufacturer, 22 Cross Street combines two styles popular 

in Ontario, Georgian and Neo-Classical. The rectangular 

plan and symmetrically divided three-bay façade is 

characteristic of both styles. The main door architrave, 

outside basement entrance (recently closed off) and many 

interior details are Georgian. The small scale and low-

pitched roof with return eaves is Neo-Classical. At the rear 

is a brick wing added after the construction of the house, 

but before 1851. Behind the house is a red brick carriage house, the interior of which 

bears charrings from the fire of 1851 that destroyed the north side of King Street east of 

the Collins Hotel. 



5.  32 Cross Street: 1840's 

32 Cross Street was built in 1846 by Col. Wm. 

Nottman, a successful lawyer, politician and 

outstanding military man. His military activities 

included the organization of the Dundas Volunteer Foot 

Artillery Company which took an active part in the 

Rebellion of 1837. The building has been owned by 

various people throughout the years. In 1934 it was 

purchased by H. Graham Bertram who made 

improvements to the house including the front 

entranceway and conservatory.  

 

6.  35 Cross Street: 1840’s 

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas H. McKenzie, an early 

settler who commanded a battalion of the Wentworth 

militia during the 1837 rebellion, had this home built 

for himself in 1846. It is a first class example of a 

Regency cottage. Typical of the style is the 

symmetrical design achieved by the centrally placed 

door flanked on each side by identical evenly placed 

slender windows. Also noteworthy is the stonework of 

the street façade, the long verandah and gracious high windows. On the left half on the 

rear wall is a brick addition of the 1876, the first ballroom in Dundas! 

 

7.  43 Cross Street: 1810's 

This is one of the oldest surviving houses in Dundas. 

Built in 1816 it was the residence of George Rolph; but 

only part of the original building remains. Numerous 

changes have taken place over the years resulting in 

unusual interior treatments. Rolph had plans to build a 

home to rival that of Allan MacNab’s Dundurn Castle 

but only two impressive gates and a high fence were 

constructed. Ironically these gates now guard the York 

Street entrance to Dundurn Castle, the very place Rolph hoped to outdo.  

 

 

 

 



8.  1 Victoria Street: 1880's 

1 Victoria Street first showed up on the tax rolls in 1882. It 

was built by a local businessman named Joseph Bowman. 

The house is a Classical Revival style with a medium 

pitched gable roof. It has a large central gable. The home 

also has a touch of Gothic in its design with the pointed 

arched windows. The house is plain in appearance but is 

broken up by the decorative trim along the gable and the 

bay windows. 

 

9.  31 Victoria Street: 1880's 

31 Victoria is an example of late Victorian architecture 

with central double doors and a transom overhead. Three 

different window forms show on the façade. Decorative 

barge board and bracketing on the eaves add a touch of 

quaintness to the otherwise austere exterior. Built in 1885 

by William Fisher, it was called Maple Lawn 

 

10.         30 Victoria Street: Walnut Cottage 1860's 

30 Victoria Street was built in 1869 by Theopolis 

Begue. The family moved from France and played a 

prominent role in the construction of the Desjardin 

Canal.  

 

 

11.            55 Sydenham Street: 1870's 

55 Sydenham Street is a Regency Cottage built in the 1870’s 

for the Begue sisters by Pattias Begue. The center hall is 

comprised of a large one and a half storey front section which 

has a hip roof and double brick walls. The large two pillar 

porch is Neo-Classical in design.  

 

 

 



12.             45 Melville Street: 1870's 

This stately house was built in 1876 by a Dundas 

businessman John Wood. It does not belong to one particular 

architectural style but was constructed at a time when 

Georgian and Classical features were popular. The front of 

the house is typically Georgian with perfect symmetry. 

There is a medium pitch roof and the quoins are highlighted 

by yellow brickwork. The elegant porch on the east side adds 

a decorative touch to the solid Georgian building.  

 

13.              31-33 Melville Street: 1840's and 1870's 

31 Melville Street was built in the 1840’s by Alex Chalmers, 

a Dundas harness maker. Its central hall and four rooms were 

typical of the home of a tradesman. In 1863 the Reverend 

Mark Young Stark purchased the home and for the three 

decades of his service to the Knox Presbyterian Church (next 

door) the home was a rectory. 33 Melville Street was built as 

a semi-detached unit in 1877 by William Shell a Dundas 

grocer while he was living in number 31. A one-storey 

cottage number 31 displays Gothic details in the double 

windows with ogee heads, decorated eaves and finial on the 

gable point. The Neo-Classical doorway is elaborate with Georgian elements of balance 

in the symmetry of the arrangement.  

14.            Knox Presbyterian Church: 1870's 

Knox Presbyterian Church was established when the minister and 

114 parishioners separated from the St. Andrew’s congregation 

following a split in the Presbyterian Church in Scotland in 1840’s 

to form the Knox Free Church. In 1847 a new structure was built 

on this site. One of the common practices of the Free Church was 

to bring members forward at regular intervals to be sternly rebuked 

by the minister.  

 

15.            42 Melville Street: 1870's 

The shape of this house displays the great attention to 

symmetry and balance characteristic of Ontario vernacular 

style architecture. Its design and decorative features are 

derived from the Classical Revival period.  Notable are 

the tall narrow square-headed windows with wooden trim 

and a main doorway with a transom, sidelights and 

simulated columns. 



 

16.            31 Sydenham Street: 1860's 

This imposing brick house was built in 1869 for Pricilla 

Filman. It might be best described as having elements of the 

Second Empire, Classical Revival and Georgian styles. A 

projecting central pavilion extends above the house to form 

a pediment gable with returned eaves. This feature is often 

associated with Georgian or Second Empire styles.  

 

17.               25-27 Sydenham Street: 1860's 

The house with dressed stone facade and fieldstone sides 

was originally semi-detached and is now being used as a 

single dwelling. This house has both Regency and 

Classical Revival characteristics. The large windows with 

small panes flanking the central double doors are Regency 

characteristics. The medium pitched gable roof with its 

large central gable is in the Classical Revival style.  

 

18.              59-63 King Street West: 1870's 

Shortly after the 1871 fire, Peter Brady, a tinsmith from 

Ireland who settled in Dundas in 1865 and James Allen, 

a jeweler who was in business from 1861-1906, built 

this brick row building. Later it was used as Ross 

Dyment’s harness shop and Lawrason’s law office. The 

design of the façade is decidedly more ambitious, more 

style-conscious and more exuberantly Victorian than 

many others of the same date along King Street. It is 

basically a modest two-story row house but delightfully 

embellished in the popular taste of the time. Italianate details can be found in the use of 

double brackets under the eaves, arches over the windows and a heavy façade board 

between the storeys supported by pilasters and enlarged brackets. 

 

 

19.            49 King Street West: 1870’s 

 

 

 


