
Central School Walking Tour 

1. 73 Melville Street: Central Public School 

Built in 1857 as the Dundas Union School the 
original building consisted of two storeys with four 
classrooms below and two above. A painted wooden 
bell tower adorned the building until the 1950’s.  
This building housed the second kindergarten in 
North America to be associated with the public 
school system. The structure itself is simple Classical 
Revival with flat pilasters accenting doors and 
windows. Sympathetic early additions behind the 
bell tower (removed in the 50’s) repeat the gabled roof lines. 

2. 60 Melville Street: 1870’s 

This sturdy cottage is a good example of the type of home 
that housed the respectable working class of Dundas.  Its 
three-bay, central hall, square plan and medium to low-
pitched hip roof distinguished the cottage typical of the 
Ontario vernacular style of architecture. 

The windows with original shutters are spaced evenly on 
either side of the central door.  The door is flanked by 
sidelights which rest atop decorative panels.  There is a 
split rectangular transom light above the door. 

3.   30 Sydenham Street: 1870’s 

 

 

 

 

 



 
4.  39 Elgin Street: 1850’s 

This picturesque home of Gothic style features sharply 
pitched gables with decorative bargeboard. In contrast 
to Georgian and classical styles, 39 Elgin rejects 
symmetry for fanciful decoration.  Note the octagonal 
slate shingles and the windows which show many 
variations on the Gothic theme. The house was built in 
1859 by Thomas Wilson, an industrialist. Wilson’s 
engines, boilers and mill machinery made Dundas an 
important contributor to Canada’s progress. 

5.  57-59 Victoria Street: 1890’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.   56 Albert Street: 1860’s 

56 Albert Street was built by Owen Hodges in the 
early 1860’s. The Hodges were carpenters and ran a 
substantial milling business in the town. The house is 
in typical Ontario farmhouse style with hipped gable 
roof and double brick walls. The design of the porch 
and doors on the front of the house are quite stylish 
with a flair of Victorian architecture. It also has brick 
arches over the windows and it retains the original 
iron fence.   

  



7.  50 Albert Street: 1850’s 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  42 Albert Street: 1860’s 

 

 

 

 

9.  92 Melville Street: 1870’s 

 

 

 

10.    96 Melville Street: 1880’s 

 

 

 

 



11.    112 Melville Street: 1880’s 

 

 

 

 

 

12.   113 Melville Street – “Lawnside”: 1890’s 
 

This home was designed and built for Harry Lennard in 
1892 by a Hamilton architect, Mr. Edwards. Its 
elaborate and well carved wood trim makes an 
interesting example of the late Victorian style.  
 
Except for a later addition on the west end, the house is 
still as it was originally built, with graceful verandah, 
wooden summer kitchen at the rear and stained glass 
windows on the east side. 

 
 
 
 
 

13.   146 Park Street West: 1850’s 

Constructed sometime between 1855 and 1859 this 
attractive house combines Classical and Gothic 
elements. It has distinctive features at the least of 
which is its links to the Dundas Town Hall. Both  
were built by the same man, John Scott. 

Scott came to Dundas with his parents in 1835 and 
later became involved in the development of 
Dundas. 

This house is an outstanding example of his contributions to Dundas. 

 
 



14.    7 Princess Street: 1890’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15.   26 Princess Street: 1860’s 
                                                                          
James Allen, a local watchmaker, built this house 
in 1869. It faces Melville Street to the south and 
at one time the land actually reached down to 
Melville. 
The addition on the back was built on the 
foundations of the original summer cottage. 

 

 

16.   15 Witherspoon Street: 1870’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



17.  5 Brock Street North: 1850’s  

This house was built in 1857 by Michael Powers a 
labourer. The stone building replaced an earlier 
frame construction which had been sometime before 
1848. 

The cottage has a gable roof with two gabled 
dormers with interesting concave sides. The 
dormers have been added to make the house one and 
a half storeys in height. The lower floor sash windows have an eight over twelve pane 
arrangement and the centre door has a simple transom above it. 

 

18.   24 Napier Street: 1850’s 
 

This charming stone and brick cottage originally 
was a small stone shanty built  in approximately 
1850. By the 1880’s the brick addition had been 
added to the rear of the stone building. The stone 
walls are 15 inches thick. The doors and windows 
are topped by rectangular stone lintels. 

 

19.    31 Napier Street:  1850’s 

This one and a half storey brick house was 
constructed in 1857 by Joseph Higginson a labourer 
who is recorded in the 1855 Assessment Roll as 
living in a “shanty” which may be the old wooden 
building in the rear. 

The red brick house is built in common bond with a 
header course every sixth course which is typical for 
the area. 

 

 

 



20.   257 King Street West:  1850’s 

This Ontario cottage was built by Horatio Palmer 
in 1832. He was brought out from Scotland in1830, 
especially to build housing for workers in Dundas. 
His cottages appear regularly throughout the town. 

The simple lines of the cottage are enhanced by the 
gingerbread on the north porch, a reproduction of 
the original design. The wrought iron fence adds to 
the charm of the property. 
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